
Cursillo began in Spain just after the civil war which ended in 1939. Many 

Catholics were singled out and killed during the war. At the same time Hitler was 

gaining power in Germany. World War II was quickly approaching. In Rome on 

Feb. 6, 1940 Pope Pius the XII challenged the Church leaders to make every effort 

possible to bring others back to Christian values. The reading of this papal address 

propelled the Youth Catholic Action group to deeply study the scenario and 

atmosphere of their living environments and they put down on paper in a 

concrete way the make those environments into Christian ones. In 1941 Catholic 

Action organized a pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. James the Apostle of 100,000 

young Catholic men and women. 

 

As they prepared to undertake this event, it became necessary to train leaders for 

the pilgrimage. A one week course of study was developed and they were called 

Cursillos (which means short courses). 

 

After the pilgrimage a group of attendees realized that Cursillos would help 

ensure that Pope Pius the IIX’s message would be continue to be carried out. This 

group formed a team of leaders and prayed, shared their lives with each other, 

studied, planned, acted and evaluated one another. Together they worked at 

forming Christian life among the people. Out of their common efforts, something 

new in the life of the church was born. 

 

The first Cursillo in the United States was held in Texas in 1957 when two US Air 

Force airmen experienced the Cursillo in Spain and brought the “short course in 

Christianity” to the US. The first Cursillo in Maine were held at St. Paul’s Ct in 

Augusta in the 1960’s through 1999 when the building came under new 

ownership. Cursillos are now scheduled at different facilities. 

 

We continue to use some of the Spanish terms such as Ultreya (Onward!) and 

Decolores (celebrate colors of creation). 

 

 


